352                   NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
They were all of the Union and by right it beonged to them. He
could not break the fast for less. They must dethrone Satan
from their hearts and enthrone God.
Buty of the Hindus and Sikhs
What was the duty of the Hindus and Sikhs ? They had
just heard Gurudev's favourite song, " If no one responds to
your call, walk alone, walk alone," -He liked it very much and
it was sung almost every day during his walking pilgrimage HI
Noakhali. . He would repeat with his last breath that the Hindus
% and the Sikhs should be brave enough to say that whatever hap-
pened in Pakistan, they would not raise their little finger against
a single Muslim in the Union. They would never again indulge
in cowardly acts, however great the provocation.
Delhi on Trial
If Delhi became peaceful in the real sense of the term, he
would then break the fast. Delhi was the capital of India.
The ruin or downfall of Delhi he would regard as the ruin of
India and Pakistan. He wanted Delhi to be safe for all Mus-
lims, even for one like Shaheed Suhrawardy, who was looked
upon as the chief of goondas. Let all proved goondas be round-*
ed up. But he (Gandhiji) was witness to the fact that Shaheed-
saheb had worked for peace in Calcutta in all sincerity. He
had pulled out the Muslims from Hindu houses which they had
forcibly occupied. He was living with him. He would willing-
ly join the prayer but Gandhiji would not expose him to the
risk of being insulted. He wanted him, as he did every Muslim
to feel as safe in Delhi as the tallest of them.
He did not mind how long it took for real peace to be estab-
lished. Whether it took one day or one month, it was immate-
rial. No one should say or do anything to lure him ^into giving
up his fast prematurely. The object should not be to save his
He. It should be to save India and her honour. He would feel:
happy and proud when he saw that India's place was not lower-
ed as it had become by the recent happenings which he had no*
-wish to recall.
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